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St. Louis 
Corvette 

Document 
Sequence





Step 1
Purchase Agreement

▪ Dealer and Customer agreement. Options, trade-in allowance, 

total cost and any specifics of the sale.

▪ Completed using the selling dealer’s stationary









Step 2
Dealer Order Form

▪ First Chevrolet created document describing the Corvette order.

▪ Quadruplicate Form 

▪ White – Zone Office

▪ Yellow- Processing at St. Louis plant

▪ Green – Returned to dealer with estimated production date

▪ Blue- Remained with Dealer in records

▪ (Dealer eventually keeps Green and Blue copies)





Step 2
Dealer Order Form cont.

▪ D.O.F contained all information  to order a Corvette to meet the 

customer’s request. Boxes marked with “X” at RPO 

designations.

▪ Pre-numbered by Chevrolet when received by the dealer from 

Chevrolet. This number is the only designation to follow a 

Corvette all the way through its build, from originating dealer to 

wholesale invoice.

▪ Every following document reproduced this number, except the 

window sticker.













Step 3
Order Confirmation card

▪ Oak-Tag card printed by Chevrolet to designate every option 

required for that particular build. The card confirmed the dealer 

order as forwarded by the dealer. (no image available)

▪ Specifies the date St. Louis received the order from Zone and 

the expected date of production.

▪ Contained the dealer order number – the sole means of 

identifying the build to this point in the process.





Step 4
The Corvette Order

▪ Internal St. Louis Assembly plant document.

▪ Complete options list and manufacturing record

▪ Printed as a packet of 7 multiple pages. 

▪ Pages distributed (1) on manufacturing line, (2) plant record 

keeping, (3) Zone record, (4) selling dealer

▪ Not all pages were identical. Page 7 had additional engine 

information, transmission, carburetor, key number, rear axle, and 

final assembly date. 

▪ This document was finalized at “body drop” on the assembly line.





Step 4
The Corvette Order cont.

▪ VIN’s were not designated on the documents until after “body drop”, at the 

Hard Trim station.

▪ Vin tags were created prior to production and dispersed the morning of 

each build in the exact number projected to build for that day. The VIN and 

Trim tags were delivered at the Hard Trim Line station for installation.

▪ Internal assembly identification sequence numbers were assigned to each 

build. This number appears on all Corvette Order Copies in the top left cell. 

The order received date is next. Then date of production (often only the 

year is noted – 9/00/00 for 1969). The Dealer order form number appears in 

the 4th cell from the left. Next is the Zone number and Dealer number. 

Below that is the model and the paint designation. Below that are the listed 

options.





Step 4
The Corvette Order cont.

▪ The internal assembly number was created because there was 

no useable sequence for the Dealer Order Form number.

▪ A sequence number, 1 through 500, was added for inventory 

sequencing and production. This coordinates with the Exception 

Control Letters inventory system.







Step 6
Tank Sheet – Order copy

▪ 1967 and forward at St. Louis copies installed on car

▪ Different from the primary Corvette Order

▪ Serrated top and bottom (Originality)

▪ No VIN number yet. VIN’s (and trim tags) were installed on the “Hard Trim 
Line” where exterior windshield moldings, glass, weatherstrip, etc… were 
installed. All VIN’s were installed at St. Louis including A.O. Smith bodies.

▪ No specific Assembly Codes

▪ Options broken into two categories: (1) General Build Options and (2) 

Comfort and Convenience Options

▪ Created before VIN was assigned











Step 7
Exception Letters (ECL)

▪ The Corvette Order and the Tank Sheet Order Copy are the first 

documents to include ECL’s.

▪ Inventory tracking and placement

▪ Supported accuracy of options for each vehicle making sure that 

the correct trim item was available at the time of installation.





Step 8
Delivery Form (Window Sticker)

▪ Per Federal Law

▪ Options with retail pricing

▪ Include all ECL’s, VIN, ST Louis ID number, dealers name and 

address, Zone code, Dealer code

▪ They do not include the originating dealer order number.







Step 9
Car Shipper

▪ Car shipper contained most of the delivery form (window sticker) 

data. The car shipper and Delivery Form were printed 

simultaneously as part of a packet.







Step 10
Wholesale Invoice

▪ This is the most informative of all of the GM created documents.

▪ Contained every piece of information that the dealer needed to 

complete the sale.

▪ Destination charges, wholesale cost of every option, retail 

prices, how shipped from factory, invoice codes, key numbers, 

selling dealer name and address, purchasing institution if 

financed, original dealer order form number. 







Step 1
Warranty Book and Protect-o-Plate

▪ Vin and car data were created using Addressograph machines. 

Engine-Transmission-Rear end

▪ Customer data created at the selling dealer using Dymo Model 

M-14 Tapewriter printing machines, often in reverse. Included in 

owner’s packet.

▪ 1965-1972 inclusive









▪ The end
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