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Chairman’s Message – Human 
Nature 
By Jeff Blakeslee 
I attended the Father’s Day car show in Santa 
Rosa again this year. It’s an event I try to 
make every year because of the community it 
brings together and its beautiful setting on the 
lawn and beneath the trees of one of Santa 
Rosa’s nicest city parks. This year, I brought 
NCRS brochures and talked with attendees 
about the organization. I’ve done this before, 
and it always reminds me of two things: many 
classic Corvette owners still know little about 
NCRS, and NCRS is not for everyone. 
 
As NCRS members, we should remember that 
Corvette enthusiasts have many different goals 
for their cars. Those of us who want every nut 
and bolt to remain original represent just one 
segment of the hobby. A Corvette owner who 
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installs an LS engine in a C2 can take just as 
much pride in the car as someone who owns 
an all-original example. The prices of well-built 
resto-mod Corvettes show that many people 
appreciate a thoughtful, high-quality update to 
a classic Corvette. 
 
Later in the day—and without any alcohol 
involved—I began wondering why, as human 
beings, we place so much value on original 
components. In some cases, the reasons are 
clear: an original part may have a shape or 
finish that cannot be reproduced, or it may 
simply work better than a new service 
replacement or reproduction part. Those cases 
are easy to understand, but others are much 
more philosophical. 
 
One of the most difficult to understand is the 
value we place in having the original engine for 
the car. I do not mean “an original engine”, I 
mean “the original engine”. We will take 
extreme measures to keep the original engine, 
even when the car may be better with a 
replacement engine. We will sleeve a block to 
fix a cracked cylinder, we will decide not to 
deck an engine to save the stamp pad, even 
when the engine should clearly be decked. We 
stress over whether to reduce the compression 
to run on today’s pump gas vs keeping the 
compression original and using expensive race 
fuels. And as we make these decisions, in 
many ways we are determining the fate of the 
car.  Will this car ever be driven or are we 
building a collector’s item that will never see 
the open road. 
 
For fun, I asked Apple’s AI on my iPad, “Why 
do we value the original engine in a classic 
car?” Its answer was that the original engine 
proves authenticity, preserves historical 
integrity, and serves as a major investment 
asset for serious collectors. That was a pretty 
good answer—and notably, it said nothing 
about having fun with the car. So, I began 
thinking about which of those reasons apply to 
me. I’m not a serious collector, and I don’t 
consider my cars a major part of my 
investment portfolio, but I do value preserving 
historical integrity. Maybe AI got it about right. 
If so, we should acknowledge that “enjoyment’ 
was not part of the answer. Some Corvette 
owners just want to have fun with their cars, 
not pick them apart. As good NCRS members 
we need to remember that this goal is every 
bit as legitimate as our own. 
 

NCC Board Meeting Minutes – June 
9, 2026 
No Board meeting was held in June. 
 
NCC General Meeting Minutes – 
June 9, 2026 
No Chapter meeting was held in June 
 
Food For Thought 
By Sharyl Ingham 
The Editor of the Vettecetera has kindly 
reminded me that I owe him the Food for 
Thought column I author for July, so here goes 
another short column. 
 
I hope you are all enjoying the summer by 
engaging in activities that bring you joy. 
 
On July 4th, please take pride in displaying 
your flag. Express your gratitude to our service 
men and women for their unwavering sacrifices 
that safeguard our democracy. 
 
Additionally, observe National Ice Cream Day 
on July 19th this year. This day is conveniently 
commemorated annually as it consistently falls 
on the third Sunday of the month. 
 
I have been staying busy with the registrations 
for the National Convention. Speaking of 
which, there have been discussions about 
changing its name, but it’s always been called 
the National Convention, right? The NCRS By-
laws need to be updated before any change 
can be made and I personally think that the 
Board should focus on more pressing issues 
than a name change.  
 
For those of you that will not be attending the 
National Convention in Charleston, you will 
miss some surprises and milestones made. 
 
Mike and I extend our best wishes to those 
members that are celebrating milestone 
birthdays and anniversaries this month, 
starting with Marilyn Muhlker, July 1st; Jerry 
and Pat Louer’s anniversary, July 2nd; Don and 
Carol Troyer’s anniversary, July 6th; Don 
Troyer, July 7th; Michael and Linda Pierce’s 
anniversary, July 10th; Lisa Johnson, July 15th; 
Don Mullenhoff, July 20th; Carol Troyer, July 
22nd; Janet Palmer, July 23rd; Rick Gower, July 
26th; and Bill Cash and Mick Swezey sharing 
July 29th. 
 
Spread and share your kindness!  See you on 
Zoom July 14th. 
 



 

Burma-Shave 
SPECIAL SEATS 
RESERVED IN HADES 
FOR WHISKERED GUYS 
WHO SCRATCH THE LADIES 
BURMA-SHAVE 1939 
 
Welcome New Member 
Please join me in welcoming our new member: 
Phillip Downs from San Rafael, CA. 
 
NCC Magnetic Name Badges 
We no longer get free shipping when ordering 
NCC name badges, so the price is now $20.00 
if you need a replacement. 
 
Mass Mailing Clarification 
We are using NCRS’s Mass Mailing feature to 
distribute the link to the Vettecetera each 
month, as well as NCRS related e-mails from 
other members.  Please do NOT respond to the 
e-mail, respond to the person who authors the 
e-mail. 
 
Technical Articles Wanted 
If you have been thinking about writing up 
some restoration project you have completed, 
please do so and submit it for publication.  We 
can all benefit from one another’s learning’s.  
Submit your article as a Word document, and 
any accompanying pictures as .jpg files. 
 
Copyrights 
Articles appearing in the Vettecetera are the 
sole property of their author(s) and may not be 
reproduced without the express written 
permission of the author. 
 
Pertinent Information 
Send newsletter articles to Mike Ingham by 
email: michael.ingham248@gmail.com  It 
needs to be received by the 25th of the 
previous month to make publication. 
 
NCC Dues 
NCC dues are $30 per year.  Please pay via 
PayPal or CC.  If needed, a membership form 
may be found on the last page of the 
Vettecetera.  When you have changes (e.g., e-
mail address, Corvettes owned) please send 
those changes to me via e-mail at: 
sharylingham@gmail.com Thanks. 
 
 
 
 

Chapter Meetings 
Chapter meetings occur on the second Tuesday 
of each month.  Meetings are being held via 
Zoom, and the Zoom link is distributed to all 
Chapter members on the preceding Monday. 

Parts For Sale 
C2 Parts 
NOS rear valance panel for ‘66 and ‘67 with 
underbody exhaust. GM 3874799. Embossed 
“DT 40 1868 70 on” inside surface. Minor shelf 
wear, but no cracks or damage. Very nice NOS 
GM part. Local pickup only, within 45-miles of 
San Jose, CA. $500 firm. Gary Beaupre 408-
250-0370 
C1 Parts 
1956-only 924 windshield wiper motor, 
restored, runs perfectly, $400 
Two spare tire trunk boards: one original 5-ply, 
3/8” thick, with posi and jack instruction labels 
that are largely illegible; and one repro that is 
in perfect condition. 
1956-1960 soft-top frame w/vinyl top.  Frame 
is in like new condition, vinyl is excellent but 
has one small tear (~1/4”) in passenger rear 
side, rear window is excellent but does not 
have “VINYLITE” stamping.  $2900 
Contact Mike Ingham at 510-420-0968 or 
michael.ingham248@gmail.com 
 
Tools For Sale 
Auto Rotisserie - Cost $1,400 plus freight. 
Used once, sell for $1,000 with much extra 
tubing.  Gantry Crane – cost $1,200 plus 
freight, sell for $800 with free electric hoist. 
Contact John Tidwell at 916-201-6061 or 
sampanjohn@earthlink.net 
 
Tool Wanted 
I am looking to purchase or rent a knock off 
spinner removal wrench.  I need the wrench, 
not the hammer.  Contact Rick Gower at 925-
305-8155 or gowerr@aol.com  

mailto:michael.ingham248@gmail.com
mailto:sharylingham@gmail.com
mailto:sampanjohn@earthlink.net
mailto:gowerr@aol.com


Business Card Ads 
Business card ads are free for NCC members.  
Please send your business card to Mike 
Ingham, 6047 Lawton Avenue, Oakland, CA 
94618-1802. 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

*Registration form included in this Vettecetera. 

  

 2026 Event Calendar 🐝  

   

July 14th NCC Meeting Via Zoom 

July 26th – 30th NCRS National Convention Charleston, SC 

   

August 11th NCC Meeting Via Zoom 

   

September 8th NCC Meeting Via Zoom 

September 17th – 19th Inter Mountain Regional Spokane, WA 

September 25th – 26th SCC Fall Judging Meet* Costa Mesa, CA 

   

October 2nd – 3rd NCC Fall Judging Meet* San Rafael, CA 

October 13th NCC Meeting Via Zoom 

October 22nd – 24th Texas Regional Frisco, TX 

   

November 10th NCC Meeting Via Zoom 

   

December 8th NCC Meeting Via Zoom 



  



 

   



 

 

Click this link to support the NCRS Foundation Scholarship Program.  
https://www.ncrs.org/foundation/ 
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SHARYL INGHAM at 6047 Lawton Avenue, Oakland, CA 94618 

 
ANNUAL DUES: January 1st through December 31st, $30; now payable via PayPal through the 
NCRS website at: https://www.ncc.ncrs.org/ 
scroll to the bottom black box 
click on membership 
click on renew chapter 
next choose chapter 
follow the prompts 
 
NCRS Membership Number: __________ Expiration Date: ____________ 
(From Driveline or Restorer Address Label) 
You must be an NCRS Member to be a Chapter member. 
 
Check as Applicable: 
_______New Member 
_______Renewal 
_______Change of Address 
 
Please Print or Type 
Name _____________________________ Birthdate: Month _____ Day____  
Spouse ____________________________Birthdate: Month _____ Day____  
Street _______________________________________Apt. ______ 
City ___________________________________State ______ZIP_________  
Home Phone ___________________________ 
Cell Phone _____________________________ 
 
Please list the Year(s) and Model(s) of your Corvette(s)  
_ 
________________________________  
 
__________________________________  
 
This information will be published in the Chapter’s roster. 
________ Name 
________ Birthdate 
________ Street Address 
________ City  
________ Phone 
________ NCRS# 
________ E-mail 

https://www.ncc.ncrs.org/

